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RILEYS IN ARKANSAS 
In short: Lillie Pearl Riley married Norman 
Melville Wells Sr. She was the daughter of Joseph Holmes 
(Joe) and Eliza (Thompson) Riley. Joe was the son of 
James Cooper and Elizabeth Ann (Davis) Riley). The 
parents of Eliza Thompson were William and Elizabeth 


(McLauren) Taylor Thompson. The parents of Elizabeth Ann 
Davis and James Cooper Riley have not been asertained. 


The earliest records of RILEY found in Arkansas was a tax 
record of 1831 for Chicot County. A William Riley was 
listed. The second reference was the following account 
written 17 February 1837. The document is Charles McDermott 
Journal. Charles McDermott was founder of the city of 
Dermott. 

On the way back to Natches, Peter Hanger 

told me of the rich land of Barth, which never 

did overflow; where there were plenty of bears 

and deer. I came up soon. As there were no 

roads, I borrowed a horse from Sandy Faulkner 

and hired a boy to go with me, riding out to 

Edward Riley's on Bayou Bartholomew, 15 miles 

from the Mississippi River. (Old Times Not 

Forgotten, a History, p. 404). 

(Note: In the 1900 United States Census of Arkansas, 
James D. Riley, age 20, is enumerated with Charles W. 
McDermott, brother). Wole hy Wi Tomes D, Wa 2 Son of Rak Ke Kelty, 

James Cooper Riley 

James Cooper Riley is the earliest RILEY proven to be the 

direct line of the family featured in this book. 


James Cooper Riley and his brother Andrew J. arrived in 


the wilderness area of Arkansas that was to become Ashley 


County sometime prior to when the first Federal census of 
Ashley County, Arkansas, was taken in 1850. They probably 
arrived in Arkansas in 1849; one family legend is that they 
were enroute to California to pan for gold. In the 1850 
census of Ashley County, James C. Riley was shown twice: as 
a Single white male (1) as a wagoner in Hamburg in the 
household of Andrew J., and (2) as a laborer in the household 
of Thomas C. Denson. The census shows his being born in 
South Carolina and both his parents being born in South 
Carolina. The James Cooper Riley family Bible shows James 


Cooper Riley's birthdate as 1 January 1826. 


On 2 March 1850, James Cooper Riley bought one of the 
original 13 lots auctioned off in Hamburg by the three 
Commissioners of Ashley County. The Commissioners had been 
appointed by a judge of Drew County (the parent county) for 
the purpose of getting the town surveyed, selling some lots 
and using the proceeds to build a public building which was 
to serve as the county clerk office and jail. Ashley County 
had become an official county in 1848. Hamburg was carved 
out of the wilderness and designated as the county seat in 


1849. 


One family legend holds that James Cooper Riley named the 
town. He and his brother Andrew J. helped to build some of 
the first buildings in the town. 

On his 25th birthday, 1 January 1851, James Cooper Riley 
married Elizabeth Ann Davis who was only 16 years of age. 
The James Cooper Riley family Bible shows her birthdate as 1l 
November 1833. For James CooperRiley, to begin the second 
half of the 19th century on his 25th birthday in a frontier 
state, county, and community, as head of a new family seems 
to be providential. 

Elizabeth Ann (Betsy) Davis 

Elizabeth oo Davis is an enigma. She appeared in the 
1850 census of Ashley County, Arkansas, in the household of 
Thomas G. Denson, reportedly her uncle, who owned a 
plantation near Fountain Hill, which was not far from the 
land that was to become Hamburg. The Densons had migrated 
from Mississippi to Arkansas in 1842. The 1850 and 
subsequent censuses of Ashley County, Arkansas, show 
Elizabeth Ann (Davis) Riley being born in Mississippi, 
Tennessee, and Kentucky. Family legends abound regarding 
Elizabeth Ann Davis's being a relative of Jefferson Davis, 
which to date has not been proven. Research indicates this 
is a distinct possibility. See appendix ___ for a summary 


of the Davis family line. 





James Cooper Riley - Elizabeth Ann Davis 

James Cooper and Elizabeth Ann (Davis) Riley lived all 
of their married life on the land they homesteaded in 
Bearhouse Township in the wilderness area of Ashley County. 
Their oldest son John was born in Bearhouse Township in 
1851. According to the legal records, James Cooper and 
Elizabeth Ann did not purchase land in Bearhouse Township 
until two years after they were married; but they may have 
lived on the land during the interim. In 1852, James Cooper 
and Elizabeth Ann (Davis) Riley purchased 120 acres of land. 
In 1878, they purchased 40 more acres of land. They helped 
to establish ‘g community that was to become known as the 
"Riley Community." There in Bearhouse Township they parented 
and reared a family. 

Life in Bearhouse Township was harsh. Mosquitoes were 
plentiful. The low lands flooded. Occasionally there were 
entanglements with wild animals or snakes. Yellow fever, 
malaria, influenza, pneumonia, measles, and other diseases 
took their toll. Crises occurred often. Of the 12 children 
born to James Cooper and Elizabeth Ann, only eight lived to 
adulthood. 

In 1857, the Mount Olive Baptist Church was organized 
beside a crossroads nearby. At first, meetings were held in 
the grove of trees. The church, built in 1859 by the men in 
the community, still stands, overlooking the Mount Olive 


Cemetery that was established to accommodate the burial of 





—— community's dead. Both church and cemetery appear stark 
in this area of Arkansas that has reverted to the wilds. Few 
people live in the community anymore. 

When it was needed early in their marriage, a public 
school was built from native timber by the men of the 
community. When it burned, the people in the community 
rebuilt it. The school was named the Riley School and 
operated from the 1850s to 1930. 

The Civil War interrupted life for James Cooper Riley in 
Bearhouse Township. In 1862, he joined the "G" Company of 
First Arkansas Cavalry and was at the fall of Vicksburg in 
1863. He was 39 years old when he returned to his family and 
his farming at Bearhouse. 

Children of James Cooper and Elizabeth Ann (Davis) Riley 
are the following: John Rutledge Riley, born 12 November 
1851 (married (1) Georgia Carry Taylor, and (2) Martha Cone); 
twins James Andrew Riley, born 9 May 1853, died 3 January 
1854 and William Alexander Riley, died 4 March 1870; James 
Nathaniel Riley, born 16 January 1855 (married (1) 22 
December 1876 Julia Fidelia Taylor, and (2) “Mattie Sue 
Yelvington, died 12 May 1940; Mary Ann Riley, born 4& April 
1857 (married 13 October 1880, Thomas Miller Yelvington), 
died 25 May 1930; Joseph Holmes Riley, born 3 March 1860 
(married 1888 Eliza Elizabeth Thompson), died 13 April 1921; 
Samual Jackson, born 15 March 1863, died 1 3878; Susan 


Elizabeth Riley, born 27 February 1866 (married (1) December 





1883 James Rodgers, (2) Frances Marion Linder, and (3) L. W. 
Bikine) ; died December 1913; Robert Randolph Riley, born 12 
November 1868 (married 6 April 1891 Eliza Virginia McDougald), 
died 11 April 1944; Louisa Jane Riley, born 9 May 1871 
(married John C. Powell), died 21 May 1890; George Thomas 
Riley, born 7 July 1873 (married (1) Effie Sullivan, and (2) 
Laura Hansen), died 1951; and Patrick Joshua Riley, born 25 
September 1876, died 9 August 1877. 

James Cooper Riley died on 9 April 1882 of pneumonia. At 
the time of his death, he was 56 years of age. He was buried 
in Mt. Olive Cemetery in Ashley County, Arkansas. Elizabeth 
Ann (Davis) Riley lived until 7 March 1910; she was 77 years 
of age and had been a widow for 28 years. According toa 
newspaper article, at the time of her death, Elizabeth Ann 
(Davis) Riley had over 100 living children, grandchildren, 
and great grandchildren. She was also buried in the Mt. 
Olive Cemetery, Ashley County, Arkansas (Sources: The James 
Cooper Ries Family Bible, family records of William B. 
Riley, Pat Riley, and James Cooper Riley Jr., all of Little 
Rock;Tom Storey of Houston, Texas, and Etheridge, A History 
of Ashley County, Arkansas. ) 

The parents of James Cooper Riley have not been 
ascertained at this time, though several great grandchildren, 
including the compiler of this history, a great granddaughter 


of James Cooper Riley, have searched. Excerpts of a letter 





written on 23 August 1987 ne amshelle Story, Wharton, Texas, 
a great-grandson of James Cooper Riley and Elizabeth Ann 
(Davis) Riley, written to his cousin, Pat Riley, of Little 
Rock, Arkansas, also a great grandson of James Cooper Riley, 
states: 


...I, too, have hit the proverbial brick wall 
as far as getting the family back to South 


Carolina. but I do have a few leads that may 
prove helpful to any researchers on this 
line. Some are concrete, while others are 


based upon family legend. But, there is often 
a smattering of truth to these legends. 


When I started family research about 
twenty-five years ago, I thought the Riley 
family would be one of the easier ones to 
trace. However I was wrong! The Yelvington 
family was much easier, and I have them back 
to North Carolina in 1702. These lineages are 
proved by legal documents. 


To begin with, one of the stories that I heard 
from my mother and then from descendants of 
three other children of James Cooper Riley is 
that Elizabeth Ann Davis went to Arkansas from 
Mississippi to marry JCR. One story is that 
her father took her and another is that an 
uncle escorted her. The names of these are 
given as Samuel or Joseph Davis. Anyway, in 
the 1850 federal census for Ashley County, 
Arkansas, Elizabeth Ann Davis and James C. 
Riley are listed in the household of Thomas C. 
Denson. Then James Cooper Riley is also 
listed in the household of Andrew J. Riley. 
Lately, Marie Green Wilson of Hamburg wrote 
that the Densons were aunt and uncle of 
Elizabeth Ann Davis. We know that this family 
was well respected in Ashley County, and some 
descendants are still around. 


Now, if this tale is true, then James Cooper 
Riley must have been in Mississippi fora 
while before migrating on te Arkansas, It is 
said that the Densons and Elizabeth Ann Davis 
were from Sand Hill, Mississippi. This is a 
small village in Rankin County. 


Another document to support part of this 
theory is a guardianship paper that I 
discovered in Ashley County records. On 25 
July 1853, Andrew J. Riley was made guardian 
of these minor children (LETTER OF 
ADMINISTRATION AND GUARDIANSHIP, pp. 29 and 
30.). The Children listed were Martha, 
Robert, Louisa, John, William, and Mary S. 
Riley. 


In the 1860 census, William, aged 11, born in 
Mississippi, is listed in the household of 
James C. Riley, whose own son William is 
listed as aged 8, born in Arkansas. The 
father of the six minors is not named in the 
guardianship record. 


My mother, who is now almost 90 years old, 
remembers old "Uncle Robert Riley," "Old Aunt 
Martha Hill," and Tobe Murphy. She knew that 
Robert was a half-brother to JCR and that 
Martha Hill was a half-sister. She also knew 
that the Murphy was related in some way. In 
writing to various people, I found Tobe Murphy 
was the son of Louisa Riley, who married a 
Murphy. This man was killed during the War 
Between the States, leaving an infant son. 
The mother died, and the son was reared by the 
uncle, Robert Riley. By the way, Walter Riley 
(son of Robert) died a couple of years ago at 
the age of 100 years, in McGehee or Dermott, 
Arkansas. I remember seeing Walter at a 
homecoming at Mount Olive many years ago. 


Robert's full name was Robert Harvey Riley. 
He served in the War Between the States and is 
buried near the back fence of the Mount Olive 
Cemetery. 


I cannot find the minor children listed in the 
guardianship papers on any federal census. 
The printed index to the census for 
Mississippi does not include Rankin County; 
therefore, we shall have to read the entire 
census for that county and surrounding 
counties to look for them. 


Another note that looks interesting: 19 July 
1852, Joseph Riley bought land from Ashley 
County (Book A, page 260). Marie Green Wilson 
wrote that the abstract for her house and land 





in Hamburg has Joseph Riley as a former 
owner. His land was sold for taxes. I 
noticed that someone listed the father of 
James Cooper Riley as "Joe," so this may be a 
lead. 


Now another interesting thing that I picked 
up: 


From: GREENWOOD COUNTY, SC, SKETCHES, 1970: 


The will of Andrew Riley, 1851: Children 
were: 

John Rutledge Riley, b. 1829- Presbyterian 
minister; taught at Laurensburg Female College 
Daniel Tolbert Riley, 1830-1859--physician 
James Harvey Riley, pharmacist 

Robert Russell 

Andrew Pinckney, twin 

William Newton, twin 

Mary Elizabeth, twin 

Martha Jane, twin 


Compare the names of this family with those of 


the family of JCR. Although in different 
combinations, they are repeated. Also, the 
names of the minors are repeated, except 
Louisa. Notice that twins are in both 
families. 


Greenwood County, SC was formed in 1897 from 
Abbeville and Edgefield Counties. So we shall 
have to use records from these older counties 
for any connection to our Riley family. 


The will of Andrew Riley, mentioned earlier, 
is filed in Abbeville County, SC. 


I cannot see how we are connected with 
Hamburg, South Carolina, since it was just 
across the river from Augusta, Georgia. The 
village no longer exists, but I think it is 
part of the town of North Augusta, South 
Carolina, and may be within the governmental 
experimental grounds in that area. 


Since I do not know how extensive you want to 
collect records on the descendants of James 
Cooper Riley, I will hold off making copies of 
some of the families I have. One of James 
Nathaniel Riley's granddaughters is County 
Clerk of Ashley County at present. 
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I am a member of the SAR through Capt Isaac 

Skinner of Georgia. He was an ancestor of the 

Ashley County Yelvington families. I wish I 

could prove out a descent from the Riley 

family, but I doubt that I will ever be able 

to do that. 

My mother and Mattie Sue Davis of Warren, 

Arkansas, are the only ‘two surviving 

grandchildren of James Cooper Riley. Mama is 

in a rest home in Longview, Texas, but her 

mind is still clear as ever. 

-.-IT am enclosing a copy of Pension records 

for J.C. and Robert H. Riley. I ordered these 

in 1978... 

(Used with permission of Thomas Story. ) 

Siblings of James Cooper Riley 

1. Andrew J. Riley 

Not much is’ known about Andrew J. Riley, the brother of 
James Cooper Riley. Andrew J. appears in the 1850 U.S. 
Census of Arkansas in White Township as a carpenter. (As 
stated earlier, one of the two entries for James Cooper Riley 
in that census lists James Cooper as a member of Andrew J.'s 
household). 

On 4 February 1851, Andrew J. Riley received a deed for a 
lot in Hamburg which was sold by the Commissioners appointed 
to conduct the sale which was held on 8 November 1850. 
(Etheridge, p. 34; Carpenter, p. 367). 

As stated in Tom Story's letter, Andrew J. was appointed 


guardian of his minor brothers and sisters: Martha, Robert, 


Louisa, John, William, and Mary S. 
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Andrew 93. married Mary Ann Maines on 27 August 1851. 
(Carpenter, p. 367). She was probably the daughter of S. F. 
Maines, who was the commissioner who sold Andrew J. his lot. 
S. F. Maines is mentioned several times in both Goodspeed and 
Etheridge. The 24 January 1850 Court was moved from Fountain 
Hill to the home of S. F. Maines in Hamburg, and the April 
term of Court was held there (Etheridge, p. 34). At the 6 
October term of court in 1850, S. F. Maines was one of the 
three men appointed Commissioners to let the building of a 
Clerk's and Sheriff's office for $200--to be erected at the 
southwest part of the square. At the April Court, S. F. 
Maines was instructed as sole commissioner to let the 
contract for a building of a county courthouse, not to exceed 
$5,000 and to report to the next court. When built, the 
courthouse, 18 feet by 24 feet, was used for court, school, 
and church. In October 1852, after making the first payment 
to the contractors and reporting to court, Samuel F. Maines 
was released from all responsibility attached to this duty as 
Commissioner (Etheridge, pp. 37-38). 

After Hamburg was incorporated in 1852, S. F. Maines was 
named one of the three councilmen (Etheridge, p. 32). 

Novella Riley, widow of James William (Bill) Riley, told 
the author in an interview in 1987 that Andrew J. Riley did 
not like Arkansas and went back te where he came from. This 
likely was Mississippi, Louisiana, or his native state, South 


Carolina. 
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2. Robert Harvey Riley 

Robert Harvey Riley was half-brother to James Cooper 
Riley. He settled in Bearhouse Township and lived out his 
life farming. He appeared in the 1860 and later U.S. 
Censuses of Arkansas. 

He was a soldier in the "War Between the States;" he is 
listed in Confederate Veterans of the Civil War (p. ___) and 
applied for a pension. See end of this section fora 
facsimile of his application. 

As noted earlier, in the letter of Thomas Story, Robert's 
son Walter died at age 100 in McGehee or Dermott, Arkansas. 
Robert Harvey Riley is buried in Mount Olive Cemetery, Ashley 
County, Arkansas. The late Hazel Bradford of Pine Bluff, 
Arkansas, was a great granddaughter of Robert H. Riley. 

3. Louisa Riley 

Louisa was half-sister to James Cooper Riley, as noted in 
the letter from Tom Story. She apparently married a Murphy, 
had a son named Tobe Murphy, and was widowed during the War 
Between the States. Louisa died, and Tobe Murphy was reared 
by Robert H. Riley. 

4. Martha Riley Hill 

Martha was half-sister to James Cooper Riley. As noted 
in the letter of Tom Story, his mother (almost 90 when he 
wrote his letter in 1987) stated that she remembered "old 


Aunt Martha Hill." 
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5. William Riley 

William was half-brother to James Cooper Riley. He is 
shown in the 1860 U.S. Census of Ashley County, Arkansas, in 
the household of James Cooper Riley as being 11 years old, 
born in Mississippi. James Cooper's own son William was six 
years old in that census and is shown as being born in 
Arkansas. What happened to half-brother William is unknown. 
James Cooper's son William died of "brain disease" in 1870 at 
the age of 17 and is listed on the Ashley encase Mortality 
List Eow 1870. 

6. John Riley 

John was one of the minor children assigned to the 
guardianship of Andrew J. Riley in 1853 and remains an 
unknown. Possibly he left Arkansas with his half-brother, 
Andrew J. Riley. 

7. Mary S. Riley 

Mary S. Riley was one of the minors assigned to the 
guardianship of Andrew J. Riley in 1853. Nothing more is 
known about her. 

Joseph Holmes Riley and 
Eliza Elizabeth (Thompson) Riley 

Joseph Holmes Riley is the direct line followed in this 
book. During his adulthood, Joseph (Joe) Riley was known as 
a just, considerate man, somewhat stern, but possessing a dry 


wit. If one reviews the events and times of his early life, 
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one can only conclude that Joe did not live an easy life. 
Joseph Holmes Riley was born 3 March 1860, sixth child of 
James Cooper and Elizabeth Ann (Davis) Riley, on the family 


farm in Bearhouse Township near Berea in Ashley County, 


Arkansas. That year the nation was on the brink of Civil 
War. Joe already had four living siblings: nine-year-old 
John, seven-year-old William, five-year-old: James N., and 


three-year-old Mary Ann. 

Joe was two years old when his father went away to war. 
His brother Samuel was born in 1863 after his father had left 
for war. Along with their mother, the children who were old 
enough to work had to plant, till, and harvest crops, care 
for the livestock, and keep the household running. They may 
occasionally have had help from their father who may have 
obtained leave during the war, as Civil War soldiers were 
likely to do. Since the eldest son John was 11 to 14 years 
of age during those war years, life could only have been hard 
for the family. 

Joe was five years old when his father returned from war 
in 1865, but circumstances did not improve much. The hard 
Reconstruction Years lasted from 1865 to 1872 or 1873. There 
were drastic political upheavals and economic deprivations. 
The family continued to change. Sister Susan was born in 
1866 when Joe was six years old. Brother Robert was born in 
1868 when Joe was eight-and-a-half years old. On 4 March 
1870, 17-year old brother William died of “brain fever," the 


day after Joe's 10th birthday. 
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In 1871, sister Louisa was born; Joe was ll years old. 
Two years later, in 1873, when Joe was 13, brother George was 
born. Three years later, in 1876, brother Patrick was born. 
Joe was 16 years of age. Also in December of 1876, Brother 
James (Jim) married. In 1877, 11-month old baby brother 
Patrick died. Joe was 17. 

In January 1878, Jim's wife died 11 days after giving 
birth to a daughter named Anna. Joe's parents took Anna to 
rear. That same year 15-year old brother Samuel Jackson 
died. Joe was 18. 

In 1887, brother Jim married his second wife. Joe's 
father, James Cooper Riley, died of pneumonia that same 
year. Joe, being the oldest male child at home, became the 
head of the family. Thus, at age 22, having already 
experienced the death of a father, three siblings, anda 
sister-in-law, Joe was thrust into this sober role: he had 
the responsibility of livelihood for six other family 
members--his 49-year-old mother; four siblings--l6-year old 
Susan, 14-year old Robert, ll-year-old Louisa, and 9-year old 
George, as well as his niece, 5-year-old Anna. 

In 1888, when Joe was 28 years old, he married 18-year- 
old Eliza Thompson, who was born 27 February 1870 in Berea, 
Ashley County, Arkansas. Her parents were William and 
Elizabeth (McLauren) (Taylor) Thompson, both from Berea, 
Arkansas. Eliza's mother was married twice. Her mother's 


first husband was named Taylor, by whom she had three 
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daughters--Julia, Georgianne, and Nellie, and perhaps other 
children. After Taylor died, she married William Thompson, 


who is listed in the 1870 United States Census of Ashley 


County, Arkansas, as a farm laborer born in Georgia. 
Elizabeth, Eliza's mother, is listed as being born in 
Arkansas. When Eliza was a teenager, she became an orphan 


and went to live in the John Riley household in Riley 
Community in Bearhouse Township, Arkansas. John Riley, Joe's 
brother, had married Eliza's half-sister, C. G. A. Taylor. 
Another half-sister, Julia Fidelia Taylor, had married Joe's 
brother Jim Riley. 

Eliza became a midwife and nurse to ill people in the 
neighborhood, and, in later years, throughout the county. 

But back to Joe! In 1890, sister Louisa, who was married 
to John Powell, died at age 19. Twenty-two-year old Robert 
married in 1891. On 29 January 1893, at age 15, niece Anna 
Riley married Jackson Van Buren Stone, aman almost eight 
years older than = she. The youngest sibling George married 
(1) in _ and (2) in 

Very little information is available regarding Joe and 
Eliza's life in Bearhouse Township. Church records of Mt. 
Olive Church near Berea show that Joe was church clerk for 
many years, sometimes being a delegate to the Association 
meetings and sometimes being appointed to a committee to go 
talk with some church member who had "strayed"--occasionaly 


one of his brothers. He had joined the church in 
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Joe and Eliza lived on their farm in Bearhouse Township 
until 1812 when they moved with their children who were still 
at home to a farm one mile from Hamburg so that Joe could 
commute more easily to his new job. He had just been elected 
County Judge of Ashley County, a position he held for four 
years, from 1812-1816. His portrait, along with those of 
other former County Judges, presently hangs in the hall of 
the Ashley County Courthouse in Hamburg, Arkansas. Joe and 
Eliza Riley sold the farm at Bearhouse Township to their son 
William (Bill) and his wife Novella. The farm remains in the 
Riley family name to the present day. 


Joe and Eliza Riley had seven children: 


- Susan, who, as a baby, crawled too near the open 
fireplace and died from burns after her clothes caught 
fire. 


= Infant (name unknown) died as an infant. 


Patrick, born in June 1889, who married Ida Mae and 
had three children--Pat Jr., Joe, and Phoebe; 


= Milton Bunyan, born December 1894, who married Fannie 
Williams and had three children--Bernice, Sylvia Jean, 
and Barnes; 


- James William (Bill) born May 1891, who married Novella 
Morrow and had eight children--Floyd, Kenneth, Arthur, 
Billie Fay, Mattie Pearl, LaVonne, Pauline (Polly), and 
Janie Lou; 


= Lillie Pearl, born 12 November 1896, who married Norman 
Melville Wells Sr. and had eight children--Norman 
Melville Jxr., Helen Lavern, Joseph Patrick, Joyce 
Lynelle, Shirley Loraine, Richard Allen, and two infants 
who did not survive. 


- Edgar Mears (Ed), born July 1899, who never married. 
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An orphan teenager, Katie , Lived with the Riley 
family during their early married years. Katie married a 
Jennings, had three children--James, Aubrey, and Bertha, and 
after his death, married Oscar Evans, who worked for the 
local railroad company. Though she was not related to the 
Riley family, Katie was known as "Aunt Katie," and visited 
the Norman Wells family. After Katie's death, Oscar Evans 
married Mary Riley, daughter of Robert Riley who was son of 
James Cooper Riley. 

At age 61, Joe Riley died at his home on 13 April 1921 of 
Bright's disease. He was buried in Mt. Olive Cemetery in 
Bearhouse Township, Ashley County, Arkansas. 

After Joe's death, Eliza and her son Ed continued to farm 
the land near Hamburg to which they had moved from Bearhouse 
Township in 1912, when Joe became County Judge. In 1923, 
son-in-law Norman Wells Sr., and daughter Lillie (Riley) 
Wells, with their two children, Norman Jr. and Helen, moved 
in with Eliza and Ed and lived there through one crop season. 

Around 1926, Eliza married Mr. Asa Reed, but the 
Marriage was to be of short duration. Eliza sent word to 
Norman Sr. and Lillie to come and get her, which they did. 
She lived with Norman Sr. and Lillie for the next several 
years, but moved back to the farm with Ed about 1931. They 
remained on the farm for many years. When she became infirm, 


she moved to a small rented house in Hamburg to be near 
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Lillie and remained there until shortly before her death, 
when her son Bunyan and daughter-in-law Fannie took her to 
their home to nurse her. She died 14 August 1959 at age 88. 
At the time of her death, she was the oldest woman in Hamburg 
and had been Joe Riley's widow for 38 years. She is buried 
in Mt. Olive Cemetery in Ashley County, Arkansas. 

Lillie Pearl Riley 

Lillie Pearl Riley, daughter of Joseph Holmes and Eliza 
(Thompson) Riley, was born in Bearhouse Township, Ashley 
County, Arkansas, 12 November 1896. She attended school 
seven years at Riley School, one year at Montrose School, and 
graduated from Hamburg High School as valedictorian of her 
class in 1917. She taught school at Rolfe School in Ashley 
County, Arkansas, and Prairie Grove School in Drew County, 
Arkansas, where she met her future husband. On 1 June 1919, 
Lillie was married to Norman Melville Wells Sr., son of 
William Washington and Mary Ann (Schutz) Wells. After their 
marriage, Lillie taught school briefly before becoming a 
full-time homemaker. 

Norman Melville Sr.-Lillie Pearl (Riley) Wells) 

Norman Sr. and Lillie parented eight children, two of 
whom died as infants. Norman Melville Sr. and Lillie reared 
the remaining six children, all of whom attended Hamburg High 
School, and all of whom received at least one college 


degree. Collectively, they hold 13 college degrees. 
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Education was an important value instilled in their children 


by Norman Melville Sr., and Lillie. The children are as 
follows; 
Norman Melville Jr., born 13 June 1921; married (1) 
Jeanne Parmelee Taylor (deceased) 3 children: Sharon 
Lee, Cynthia Anne, and Gregory Taylor; married (2) 


Imogene (Powell) Nutter, 1 child: Eric Brandon; 
Helen Lavern, born 9 March 1923; unmarried. 


Joseph Patrick, born 28 July 1929; married Patricia 


Caudle; 5 children: Jackie Weber (adopted), Ronald 
Clayton, Jeffrey Scott, Peggy Marcella (Marcie), and 
Betty Ruth; 


Joyce Lynelle, born 31 May 1931 (deceased, December 
1983), m. James Elkins; 4 children: Susan Jeanne, Sara 
Lynn, Laura Ann, and James Allen; 


Shirley Loraine, born 16 August 1935; married Marion 

Eugene Hall (divorced); 4 children: Michael Dale, Linda 

Lee, Pamela Jean, and Jennifer Lynn; 

Richard Allen, born 9 November 1939; married Anne 

Holland; four children: Barbara Anne, Cheryl Lynn, Joyce 

Kathrine, and Marni Gail. 

As stated elsewhere, Lillie (Riley) Wells, died 11 June 
1974. Norman M. Wells Sr., died 18 October 1968. Both are 


buried at Promise Land Cemetery, Ashley County, Arkansas. 


